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TN THE OJVIMS 

Please consider the following replacement claim set. 

1-25. (canceled) 

solution for use as a sterilant, comprising: .... 

concentrations in water, and 

an exothermic control agent, wherein the composition i. provioe4 in measured amounts » 

ten orgauc compounds om« than the one or more dipercarboxylic acids, and where* the 
composition is solid particles. 

27. (original) The composition of claim 26, wherein the particles form a powder. 

28. (cancelled) 

29. (original) The composition of claim 26, wherein the particles are in crystalline form. 

30. (original) The composition of claim 26, wherein the particles are in the form of tablets. 

31 (original) The composition of claim 26, wherein the one or more dipercarboxylic acids are 
selectedfrom^^ 

acid, diperazelaic acid, and combinations thereof. 

32. (original) The composition of claim 26, wherein the solid particles further comprise stabilizers. 
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33 (priginaOThe composition of claim 32, wherein the stabilizers farther comprise states, 
diptcolinic acid, pytophosphoric and polypyrophosphoric acid and their salts. 

34. (origir^Thecompos^ 

35. (original) The composition of claim 26, wherein the solid particles are substantially free from 



organic compounds other than the one or more dipercarboxylic acids. 

36. (original) The composition of claim 26. wherein the one or more dipercarboxylic acids are 
soluble in water in the absence of a solubilizer. 

37 (original) The composition of claim 34. whereto the inorganic salts are selected fromsodium 

sulfate, magnestamtsuU^hydratedala^ 

thereof. 

38-39. (canceled) 

40. (original, The imposition of claim 26, whereto the dipereaAoxyUc acid has enhanced 
hydrophobicity of an alkyl chain. 

41. (original) The composition of claim 40, wherein the hydrophobicity is enhanced by 
incorporation of polar functional groups in a carbon chain. 

42. (original) The composition of claim 41, wherein the polar functional groups are selected from 
hydroxyl, amino, amido, alkoxy, carbonyl groups or combinations thereof. 

43. (canceled) 

44. (previouslyprese^ 

selected fromhydrated forms of Na 2 SO<, MgSO*. and combinations thereof. 
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45 (previooslypresemed) The conation of eMm 26, wherein theexofce^eeontroUsentis 
s e,el ftom hydxared M meta. s*s, hydrated ea*h nreta. saM ^ — — 

thereof. 

47. (previously n^ted) The M »po.inon of claim 26, wherein the one or r«>«p«arboxylic arid 
is diperglutaric acid. 

48 (ourrenfly amended) The composition of claim 26, wherein Are composition is provided in 
MMd amounts to provide . dip^utaric eoid coo^tmtion be«,een 0.! and 2 wt. A . . 
measured amount of [[water]] water, 

49 (pxeviouslypreaented) TheeomposidonofoUin,26.whe re ind.eoneormoredipereaAo ) c y Ue 
acid ineludee less than ahout 0.. pereent by weisht of amido orimido pemxyactds. 

provide adipercaAoxyUc acidconcentmtion of at leastO.8 wt. % in ameasured amount of *a»r. 
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